A LETTER to a Clergyman in the Country, 


concerning the Choice of Members, and the 
Execution of the Parliament-Writ, for the En- 


ſuing Convocation. 


Reverend SIR, 

IS Majeſty hath, in his Wiſdom, thought 
ſequently, a New Convocation of the 
Clergy. The ꝓuncture is as Extraor- 
the Welfare of both equally concern'd in the good 
Succeſs of this Meeting. You will forgive me 
an old Friendſhip entitles me, in preſſing you to 
take care of the Electing Fit Members for that 
belong. Vou know what Diſputes are now de- 
pending between the Two Houſes of Convocation; 
determin'd to the Prejudice of the Lower Clergy, 
there's an End of all the Rights and Liberties of 
an Uſeleſs and Inſignificant part of the Conftitu- 
tion. And how ſuch Differences ſhall be deter- 
Choice of Proctors for the approaching Convoca- 
tion. The Elective Members of the Lower Houſe, 
Dignities, bear the Proportion of above Four to 
Five, in the whole. The Influence of my Lords 
very great both in the Chapters and Dioceſes ; and 
if they ſhall pleaſe to exert it to the utmoſt, as 
they muſt certainly go a great way towards pro- 
curing ſuch a Lower Houſe as will ſacrifice all its 
Clergy make a reſolute ſtand in this caſe, and aſ- 
ſert the Freedom of their Elections, like En- 

neſs. | rel 
It is certainly the moſt Unreaſonable thing in 


fit to call a New Parliament, and, con- 
dinary in relation to the Church, as the State, and 
therefore, if I make uſe of that Freedom to which 
Chapter and Dioceſe, to which you particularly 
and are aware, I hope, that, whenever they are 
their Houſe, and they are from that Moment 
min'd, depends in great meaſure on the Wiſe 
in reſpect of thoſe who fit there by reaſon of their 
the Biſhops in determining the Choice of theſe is 
ſome of them did before the laſt Convocation, 
Rights and Liberties to the Upper; unleſs the 
glifbmen, with Unanimity, Vigour, and Firm- 
the World, and the higheſt Violence to our Con- 


S 


ſtitution, for my Lords the Biſhops to overrule 
the Elections of thoſe Proctors, whoſe chief Buſi- 
neſs it is, when they come to Convocation, to re- 
preſent, among other things, the Grievances and 
Hardſhips which the Clergy ſuffer from their 
Lordſhips Courts, and Officers. It muſt needs 
be an Effectual way of damping all Complaints of 
this kind, if thoſe to whom, and of whom ſome- 
times, ſuch Complaints are to be made, ſhall 
have it in their power to Name the Complainers. 
And yet the manifeft Unreaſonableneſs of this 
Method did not hinder it from bei — 
when the Writs laſt ifſu'd, in a moſt Open a 

Arbitrary manner, particularly in the Dioceſe of 
B. and V; where the Biſhop employ'd his Officers 
to ride up and down, ſolliciting and ſecuri 

Votes, and He himſelf was preſent in Conſiftory 
at the Election, and forgot no proper way of A. 
ing or alluring the Voters into 4 Compliance. 
The Clergy, when met, appear'd deeply ſenſible 
of this Invaſion of their Rights, and of the. Miſ- 
chievous Conſequences of it: And a Committee 
therefore, which was appointed to conſider of 


the Gravamina and Reformandz of Eccleſiaſtical 


Cognizance, came to this Reſolution, among 
others; 


Reſolv'd, 24 ＋ ! 

That the Intermedling of Biſhops, or their Offi 
cers, to byaſs the Election of Procurators, to ere 
in Convocation, is # Grievance, 4g" 
This Reſolution was reported, and agreed to 
in a Full Houſe, and order'd to be carried up 
to the Biſhops, But ſome, who had determin'd 
that this Convocation ſhould meet to no purpoſe, 
took effettual care to prevent any Applications ob 
this kind, by putting the Biſhops upon ſuch Mea. 
ſures and Reſolutions, as immediately cut off all 
Correſpondence between the Two „ 
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Nen means This, and ſeveral Other juſt Com- 
plaints ot your Brethren Below were ſo far from 
being redreſ£d Above, that they were not ſo much 
as allowed to be beard. We can ſcarce hope there- 
fore but that the ſame Attempts will be renew'd, 
and improved perhaps, towards influencing Ele- 
ctions for the ſucceeding Convocation. It they 
are, permir me, Sir, to hope that You, and the 
reft of your Neighbouring Clergy will take all 
Proper and Prudent fteps-ro defeat them: and, 
notwithſtanding the Deep Veneration which, I 
know, You have, and ought to have, for the E- 
Piſcopal Charatter will not ftick on this occaſion 
to repreſent to your Biſhop, in the moſt Decent 
and Dutiful manner you are able, that ſuch a Pra- 
ice is highly injurious to the Rights of his Clergy, 
and utterly deſtructive of the Conſtitut ion of an 
Engliſh Synod. 

Conſider, Sir, I beſeech you, how great a ſhare 
of the Lower Houſe Members are direttly made by 
the Biſbops. All the Archd#cons, which are a- 
bove a Third Part of the Body, are of Their imme- 
diate Creation; and ſo are the Deans, by the 
means of the Commiſſion tor Ecclefiaſtical Prefer- 
ments. In the Choice of Capitular and Rural Proftors 
too they will always have a Secret but Governing 
Influence, as on ſeveral other accounts, ſo parti- 
cularly, becauſe, either in their Own Right, or 
that of the Crown, they diſpoſe of many Parochial 
Cures, and moſt of the Prebends. An open Interpo- 
fition therefore in ſwaying theChoice of theſe Pro- 
Qors muſt, if not oppoſed,in time, bring the Lower 
Houſe into an abſolute Subjection and Vaſſalage to 
the Upper; and conſequently make their De- 
bates and Reſolut ons too Implicit, to have any 
weight with Wiſe Men, and their Privileges alto- 
gether Precarious. 

Tis eaſie to foreſee that ſuch à Conſtitution, 
as it can be of no good Uſe, while it laſts, ſo is 
not likely to laſt long: The Laiety will ſoon take 
Umbrage at an Aſſembly of Men ſo intirely at the 


Mercy of their Superiors, and ſo firmly united 


under one Common Head, who according to the 
new Scheme of Church Politicks, has the abſo- 
lute Diſpoſal of all the Synodical Rights buth of 
them and their Leaders. They will be juſtly 
jealous that a numerous Body of Men ſo manag d 
and inclin'd, will be fit for nothing but to be the 
Inftruments of Arbitrary Dominion ; and for 
fear / leſt ſuch a Conſtitution in the Church ſhould 

by degrees infect the State, may think it Wiſedom 
to fall firſt upon that, and Grind it to Powder. 
Certain it is, that no Scheme of Ecclefiaftical 
Government can long ſubſiſt, which is not ada- 
pted and proportion d in ſome meaſure to the civil 
Model, as far as the Original Inſtitutions of our 
Rlefled Saviour, and his Apoſtles, will admit of 


ſuch a Complyance, And therefore a Temporal 
Goverrment, founded in Liberty, ſuch as, God 
be thanked, the Engliſh one is, can never incor- 
porate kindly with a Spiritual Society, that is 
ſupported by Slavery; but will either reduce it 
to ſome kind of Conformity with it ſelf, or quick- 
ly deftroy it. I hope this was not one: Reaſon, 
why ſome of late have carried the Arthbiſbop's 
Power up to ſuch an Exorbitant height, becauſe 
they foreſaw that ſuch Attempts would naturally 
end in a proportionable Depreſſion both of that, 
and of the Rights and Liberties of the Order: 
Tho' I muſt confeſs that from certain odd Alli- 
ances, and Conjunctions of Intereſts, which have 
hapned in our time, one would be apt to ſuſpe& 
that the late Pleas for the Authority of Merropo- 
litans and their Comprovincials have not been ad- 
vanced with any view of perpetuating our preſent 
Church Eftabliſhment. 

It is therefore abſolutely neceſſary to the very 
Being, as well as Rights, of Convocations, to 
preſerve the Lower Houle in ſuch a moderate 
Stare of Liberty, as ſuits beft both with-the Gen- 
tle Plan of Primitive Epiſcopacy, and with the 
Freedom of that Civil Conftitution under Which 
we live. And this can never be done, unleſs the 
Liberty of Elections be preſerv'd to the Chapters, 
and Dioceſes; and the Clergy left entirely free to 
ſend up ſuch Repreſentatives, as they ſhall judge 
moſt able, and willing to affert their Legal Rights, 
and declare their Grievances. And whenſoever 
therefore, this Fundamental Right of theirs 
comes to be invaded, it will be a manifeſt Indica- 
tion that ſomething is going forward, which is 
not much for the Intereſt of the Body: for where 
that is ſincerely intended, the Clergy may ſafely 
be truſted with naming the Men that are to take 
care of it. 

I know, it will be ſaid, that a powerful Party 
hath been form'd a-late, to promote an Indepen- 
dence of the Presbyters on their Biſhops ; who 
have reaſon therefore to ſecure, if they can, the 
Return of ſuch Members as ſhall not join in thoſe 
Levelling Meaſures. But ſuch Pretences can 
paſs only on the Thoughtleſs and Unwary: For 
all who have Conſider d the Frame and Principles 
of our Church, muſt ſee, that it is utterly im- 
poſſible for the Members of it ever to give in to 
any ſuch wild Deſign, as that of diminiſhing the 
juſt Honour or Authority of their Superiours. 
No, the Engliſh Clergy have ſo true a reſpe& 
for Epiſcopacy rooted in their Hearts, and are by 
ſo many Ties, even ofa ſecular Intereſt engag'd 
to revere and ſupport it, that it is the ſtrongeſt 
Preſumption in the World, of their being ill us d 
in an high Degree, and even forc'd to act on the 
Defenſive, when they break through all = 

rs 


Biſhops, Such an Oppoſition, when it hap- 


pens in a Church ſo Conftituted as this, can 


neither be ſuppoſed to have been form'd at firſt, 
nor can it ever be kept up, by any particular 
Views of Deſigning Men; but muſt neceſſarily 
have taken its Riſe from ſome General Cauſe of 
a juſt Diſcontent, and muſt owe its continuance 
to it. The Clergy are as much, though not as 
Honourable a part of the Eſtabliſhment, as the 
Biſhops z and under equal Obligations of Duty 
and Intereft, to maintain it ; And therefore when 
That is broke in upon, they Act as becomes them, 
in Oppoling the Innovation from what Quarter 
ſoever it comes; their Silence would in this Caſe 
be much more Criminal than their Struggle. In 
truth, ſuch a Conteſt is not, properly with their 


- Biſhops, but for them; ſince it is in bebalf of the 


Conſtitution, in which the Biſhops have the moſt 
eminent Share ; And a Wound therefore given 
in any part of it muſt needs, in the Event, affect 
Them, as much as it doth Thoſe, who are more 
immediately touch'd by it. Let a Violation of 
the Priviledges of the Church Begin where it 
Wil, it is no hard matter to Prophelie where it 
will end. So that an Epiſcopal Clergy cannot 


ſhew themſelves truer to their Principles in any 


thing, than in labour ing to keep up a Cauſtitution 
in all its Parts, by which Epiſcopac it ſelf is kept 
up; And do really conſult their Lord ſbip's Inte- 
reſts, by preventing, if it be poſſible, any Di- 
minution of their ou. 

Beſides, in ſome Branches of the preſent Di- 
ſpute, the Clergy do manifeftly, and moſt ayowed- 
ly Plead the Cauſe of my Lords the Biſbops, even 
where their Lordſhips themſelves do, for ought 
J can find, fit by unconcern'd, - For inftance, in 
the great Point of Adjournment, the Clergy's 
earneſt defire is, that the Biſhops Share of Power 
may be prelerv*d to them, and that the Act of 
Adjourning the Upper-Houle, may beallow'd to 
ſpring from Jheir, as well as from the Arckbi+ 

fer Authority: Whereas the Aſſerters of his 
Grace 's Sole Power to Ad joura both Houſes, make 


the Biſhops as Implicit and Inſignificant a Part of 


the Convocation, as the Presbyters z and erect a 
Prerogative to the Archbiſhop on the Ruin of the 
Interefts, not only of the Inferiour Clergy, but 
of all the Suffragans of his Province, And ſo, 
in the Point of Deprivirg Biſhops, which hath not 
yer been Diſputed, were the Opinion of the 
Lower- Houſe ask'd, I am ſure it would be, that a 


Metropolitan neither bath, nor can poſſibly. have, 


ſuch a Power; becauſe there is no Canon of the 
Church, no Precedent Old, or New, Abroad, or 
at Home, to countenance ſuch a Power: And yet, 
if we are not miſinform'd, ſeveral of my Lords 
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Barts and Reftraints, to Contend with their 


them, whereby each Biſhop is comman 


—— 


the Biſhops themſelves are of another Minn 
The Clergy therefore are & far from attempting 
any ways to encroach on the Power of their Bi- 
ſhops, that one end of their preſent Struggle is, 
to prevent any ſuch Encroachments. It would 
be a ſtrange ſight indeed, to ſee a Church of Eng- 
land Clergy engag'd in running downEpiſcopacy ; 
as ftrange, as it is now to find ſome Men, that 
You and I know, ſuch Zealous Advocates for it. 

If this then be theirLordſhip's Reaſon for inter- 
poling in the Choice of Proctors, to prevent any 
Invatiun of their Authority, they way ſafely fic 
fill, and let the Conſtitution have its Courſe : 
For the Clergy can ſend up no Reprelentatives 
who will not be as careful to maintain the Dignity 
of the Mitre, as even thoſe who wear it. 

I ſhall not doubt therefore but that You and 
every conſider ing Clergyman in (he Province 
will take care to lecure this capital Point of Ele- 
ions, Which is of ſo great, and fo manifeſt Im- 
portance : There is another, in which you are in 
more danger of being miſled, for want of that 
Light which is requiſite to direct you in it. The 
ſame Committee 1 mentioned, did among their. 
Articles of Complain, bring in this that fol- 


lows 3 


Reſolvd, 
That tbe not Execnting of t 


— præmuni- 
entes, in the Biſhop's Writ, but ſuppreſſing the ſame, a 


after 1bat the Right of the Clergy io meet in ibeir 
Parliamentary Convocations bath been publickly 
diſputed and deny d; and the encouraging Books and 
Papers, writien againſt the Rights and Authority: - 
of Canvocations, (eſpecially by Members of C 
cation, ar ſuch as are there repreſemed) is 4 Gries: 
vas... 5 als cod. 


This Reſolution alla was Reported, andAgreed }.. 
to, and order'd to be carried up, in like manner 
wich the former. That you may be able to judge 
on what Grounds the Houſe went in framing it, 
and be put by that means into a proper way ot 
demanding the Execution of this Clæuſe; per- 
mit me, Sir, to inform you particularly of the 
Nature and De ſiga both of bat, and of the Hit 
for the Convocation, which conſtantly accompas» 
nies its 

When a new Parliament is to meet, Writs of 
Summons are directed to every Biſpep, of like Te · 
nor with thoſe to the Lords Temporal, but with 
the Addition of a Clauſe in the latter fart of 

to 
Warn the Dean of his Cathedral Church, and 
his Arebdeacon, or Archdeacons, the Clergy af his 
Chapter, and of his Divceſs, to appear, the two 
firſt in Perſon, the latter by their Profors, at 
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miſter, on the Day of holding the Parlia- 
ent. The Words of it are, Pramunientes De- 
teanum, © Capitulum Eccleſiæ veſtræ, ac Archidia- 
eons, totumque Clerum veſtræ Dioceſeos , quod 
ijdem Decanus & Archidiacont in proprijs 2 
ſuis, ac dictum Capitulum per unum, idemg; Clerus 
per duos Procuratores idoweos, plenam © ſufficientem 
poteſtatem ab ipſis Capitulo & Clero diviſim haben- 
tes, pradiftis die & loco interſimt ad conſentiendum 
hijs quæ tunc ibidem de Communi Corſilio dicti reg- 
ni, diving favente Clementia, contigerint ordinari. 
After this, there iſſue two other Writs to the 
Archbiſhop of each Province, and that to the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury Commands him to cite all his 
Suffragan Biſhops, all the. Deans and Chapters of 
Cathedral, or Collegiate Churches, all the Arch- 
deacons, and Clergy of the ſeveral Dioceſes in his 
Province, to appear either in Perſon, or by Proxy, 
at St. Pauls, to Treat, Conſent and Conclude, 
Tc. The entire Form it ſelf is too large to be in- 
ſerted in the Body of this Letter, but you will 
find a Copy at the end of it. The Execution of 
this Writ is, by a Mandate from the Archbiſbop 
to the Biſhop of London, encloſing it; which He, 
ina like Mandate of his Own, tranſmits to the 
ſeveral Suffragan Biſhops; and they Summon all 
the Clergy of a their Reſpective Dioceſes to 
Convocation, according to the Tenor of it. But 
the Exeout ion of the Clauſe, Pramunientes, in 
the'Parliament Writ, is made by the ſole Autho- 
rity of each Biſhop, who conveys it by his Man- 
date (inthe ſame Manner, and at the ſame Time, 
that he tranſmits the Convocation- Writ) to the 
ſeveral Perſons of his Dioceſe concern'd in it. 
Now the Convocation-Writ being conſtantly Exe- 
cuted, as often as it iſſues, in the Method before 
deſcrib'd, and Summoniog all the ſame Perſons 
that are warn d to appear by the Clauſe, Præmu- 
nientes, this hath by degrees introduc'd a Neg- 
le@ in the Executing that Clauſe, ſo that ſince the 
Reſtoration of Charles the ſecond: — the Pri- 
viledges of Convocation, and the Importance of 
theſe Forms, began every day to be leſs and leſs 
underſtood, or minded) there have been but very 
few Inſtances of it. The 2 ſaw that 
ſuch a Neglect might in time be of fatal Conſe- 
quence to the Clergy, and a Bar to their Parlia- 
mentary Attendance ; and therefore prefs'd that 
the Execution -of this Clauſe might be revi- 
ved, and 
Execution of the other Writ, by which the Whole 
Body of the Convocation is at once ſummon'd. And 
as needleſs as it may ſeem to you, at firſt ſight, 
that the ſame Perſons ſhould be thus doubly cited; 
yet, upon further reflection, you will find that 
there are very juſt and convincing reaſons for it. 
The Provincial Writ indeed, by an Old Cuſtome, 


o hand in band always with the 
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iſſues always with every new Parlament; but 
there is nothing in the Writ it ſelf, that deter- 
mines it to iſſue at ſuch Times, nor doth it carry 
any Relation to the Parliament, but what the 
Cuſtom of its thus iſſuing concurrently with the 
Parliament-Writ gives it. Tis true, this is a 


Cuſtome now of ſome hundred Years ſtanding, 


and by the Rules of our Conftitution therefore 
not to be violated, However, it is much younger 
{till than the Clauſe in the Biſhop's Writ, and *twill 
be much eaſier to break through this Cuſtom, 
than to omit that Clauſe, which is woven into the 
very Body of a Parliament-Writ, and can never be 
truck out of it, but by Conſent of Parliament. 
Whenevera Prince comes to ſit upon the Throne, 
who ſhall think the Attendance of the Clergy on 
his Parliaments uſeleſs, if that Attendance be ſe- 
cur'd to them only by the Provincial Writ, he will 


quickly have Methods ſuggeſted to him, how to 
get rid of it. He will be told, that the ſending 


out that Writ together with thoſe for the Parlia- 


ment, is a mere Act of Prerogative, and to be 


continu'd or intermitted, at pleaſure, Or ſhould it 
be thought fit to keep up the Formality of ſuch 


a Summons, in reverence to Old Cuſtome, yet 


will it be ſaid, that there is no Neceſſity of the 
Clergy's Meeting, and being form'd into 4 Body; 


or if That too be allow'd, yet that ſtill it is in his 


Power to difmiſs them, when met, and ſo form'd, 
as ſoon as he pleaſes, without waiting for the Cu- 
ftomary Time of Proroguing the Parliament and 
Convocation together. That theſe things may be 
ſaid hereafter We have no reaſon to doubt, who 


have heard them actually ſaid already; the Books 


are in every Body's hands, where ſuch Aſſertions 
are laid down, and the Practices, built upon them, 
are freſh in every One's 1 And the Eſpou- 
ſers of ſuch Illegal and Oppreſſive Schemes have 
been ſo far from relenting a- late on the account 
of the Check which has been given to their Do- 
ctrine, that the Lateſt Book written on that ſide 
is fuller of them, and maintains them more open- 
ly and profeſſedly than any of the Former, I 


mean the Book about the Archbiſhop's Right to Pro- 
aſſage of 


rogue the whole Convocation: One 
which J ſhall point out to you, and leave Yon to 


confider of, at your leiſure. The Penner of it is 


anſwering a Difficulty, with which this Pretended 
Right of the Archbiſhop had been ſaid to be clog- 
ged, that it would Enable any Prince, who ſhould 
have thoughts of 12 Convocations, to 
effect ſuch a Deſign very eafily ;- ſince; in order 
to it, he had nothing to do but to make an Arch- 


- biſhop, who ſhould be ready to exert his Adjourn- 
ing Power, as directed. To this that Writer re- 
plies, That the Prince, if be be ſo inclin d, needs 


not the afſiſt ance of the Archbiſhop's Power of Ad- 
| Journing 
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jorning the Convocation”) when his own Þ R O- 
ROGUING, er NOT-SU MMO NING, 
willdo it AS LEGALLY, ard more Effettu- 
ally, p. 115, 116. If you conſider Where, and 
by Whom this Fock was drawn up, you will eaſily 
ſce what bleſſed Schemes are ftill meditating for 
ſuppreſſing the Liberties and Meetings ot the 
Church; and will be fatished that the Clergy 
have all the reaſcn in the World to fortifie their 
undoubted Right of aſſembling with the Parlia- 
ment by all the Legal Fences and Securities that 
the Conſtitution hath provided for them: And to 
that end cught to call in to their Aid the Pre mu- 
vitory Clauſe; which, if it be regularly executed 
(and it is their Oun Fault, if it be not) will faſten 
their Meetings ſo cloſe to thoſe of the Parliament, 
that neither the Malice of their Enemies, nor 
the Treachery ot their falſe Friends ſhall ever 
be able to diſſolve the Union. The Priemu- 
nitory Clauſe is the very Ground-Work and 


Eaſis of all the Intereſt which the Lower 


Clergy of this Church have in the State; Up- 
on. it was built not only their Right of attend- 
ing on every Parliament, but their Right alſo of 
being form'd into a Separate Houſe from the Bi- 
ſhops, with diftin& Priviledges, and Immunities 
of its own ; by which the Members of it have teen 
many a time a ſure Barrier to the Liberties of 
thoſe they repreſented, and a Screen to em from 
the Oppreſf.on of their Superiors. And to let go 
this Clauſe therefore, is, to looſen the Sheer- An- 
ckor frem the Ship; by which alore, if by any 
thing, it muſt be enabled to ride ſafely in the 
vorft of Weathers. 

I kncw, when you preſs this point to ſome in 
the Country, you will hear of ſeveral 0bjefions to 
it, by which they will repreſent the Joint Execu- 
ien of this Clauſe with the Cenxocatien Writ, as 
not only Swperfiucus, but Impracticable. Put al- 
ſvie your ſelf, Sir, tkat ſuch Objections neither 
have, nor can poſſibly have any Weight in them. 
For no difficulty u hatever can be pretended in 
this caſe, which was not equally a Difficulty two 
or three Centurys agon, and might not then have 
been Urg'd, as reaſonably as Now, to hinder the 
Operation of this Clauſe; which yet we ale ſure 
hath been executed all along, without any Legal 
Inter miſſion, from the Date of it's Original In- 
ſei tion unedet Edwardthe Fir ſt, to the late times of 
Conſuſion under King Charles 3 unleſs when, at 
the beginning of this Period, the Popiſh Clergy, 
for aſew Years . againſt it in order to pre- 
ſerve their Ind ependence on the Temporal Pov er. 
When I affirm t his, I ſay nothing to You, Sir, but 
what I can make good by Unqueftionable Au- 
thorities: 'The Records of the Timerare a plain 
Pr oof of this, as far as they go: For from the 
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Vaſt Heaps of theſe that lie confuſedly toges0 
mouldring in the bite Tower, there have larely< 
been retriev'd great Numbers of Original Infiri- 
ments of Proxy, tram'd by the Premoniſt'd- Clergy, 
in Obedience to this Clauſe, thro” all the Reigns 
of our Princes, down to that of Edward the l ourth, 
with which thofe Records end: And doubtleſs 
there are omongſt them Many of That Reign 
too, tho' they have not yet bapned to come to 
hand. A De monſtration, that the Forms of Ex- 
ecuting this Clauſe were all along as duly obſery'd 
as thoſe of theotherFarliament WritstotheSheriffs, 
tor the Return of Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes 
Aiter this it appears from the Regiſters of our 
ſeveral Churches, that like Executions of this Clauſe 
were kept up in all ſucceeding Reigns: for there 
they are enter'd at length; not indeed as often 
as the Writ went out, but as often as we find them 
entered in many Elder Regifters'of thoſe Times, 
when we are ſure the Execution regularly ob- 
tain'd; and ſo often, at leaft, as is neceſſary to 
ſhew that the Obligaticn of this Clauſe was never 
either remitted by the Crown, or declin'd by the 
Chery: Nay, the poor Remains of Convocation- 
Records, left us fince the Act of Submiſſion, are a 
Teftimony of this kind beyond diſpute; Fot from 
thoſe we learn, that the Conſtant Practice was, 
in the l ront of the Ads of every Synod, to enter 
the King's Parliamnnt- Writ with this Clauſe, as well 
as that to the Archbiſt op for calling the Clergy of 
his Province Undoubtedly, ro ſhew that the 
Clergy then aſſembled in Synod, met no leſs in 
vertue of the One, than of the Other! I appeal 
to the Original Ads of the Convocations of Tork Pro- 
vince, for the Truth of this Aſſertion, and to the 
Autbentick Fx acts which we have from thoſe of 
the Province of Canterbury : and if you find, „hen 
ever you ſtall have the Opportunity of conſultin 
them, that I deceive you,l am contented to forfeit 
all the Credit I have with You, or any other Good 
Man for ever. In the York- 4s, which reach from 
1545 downwards,the very Original Writ which ſum- 
mens the Arckbift. op and the Clergy of his Dioceſe to 
Tarliament, is often ſow'd in: And in the Extrafts- 
from the Books of this Province, the Entry of ſuch 
Writs is taken notice of in theReignt o!Queen Eli- 
dabeth, King Fames,and King Carles the Firſt, doun 
rd the very Convocaticn of 1640 ;when indeed t 
Actuary omitted to Enter the Writ, bur the Clauſe 
it ſeit was Executed, as I can from good Evidence 


aſſure you, In that Convocation, a Deſire of ſup- 


plying tte Neceſhtys of the Croun put the Cler- 
gy vpon sitting and Actipg for many days after 
the Parliamenthad broke up abruptly; and the] u. 
ſtiſying of this Praftiſe led them Naturally in- 

to Schemes of breaking the Union that was between 
the TwoWrizs, and of Iroſevirg themſclyes as much 


could from the Parliament; which, with 
de Reverence to their Aſhes, I muſt ſay, was a 
alle ſtep, and not agreeable to the true Intereſts of 
the Body. The Troubles came on, Convocati- 
ons were no more thought of ; and when the Cler- 
gy returned from Exile, they brought along with 
them the Impreſſions they had taken up of this 
matter at their Laſt Meeting: and ſo the Execu- 
tion of the Parliament Writ came to be generally 
neglected and diſus'd; till ſome Back Friends of 
the Order grafted npon this Neglect a Deſign of 
ſuppreſſing their Parliamentary Aſſemblies, and a- 
wakend them by this means into a fight of their 
Error, and into Reſolutions of retrieving it. 

To return to the Occaſion, upon which I en- 
ter'd upon this account —— You cannot but per- 
ceive, Sir, after what I have ſaid, that the Difh- 
culties pretended in the Execution of this Writ, 
are but Pretences, and can have nothing Real in 
them; becauſe this Clauſe hath been all along ex 
ecuted together with the Provincial Wit, both in 
Popiſh and Proteftant Reigns: and if this barb 
been done, it certainly may be done, and therefore 
ought to be done ſtill. Which may ſerve for a 
General Anſwer to all the Doubt; that can be rais'd 
in this caſe; if you have no Mind, or Leiſure, to 
enter further into the Point, or to give your ſelf 
the trouble of a particular Diſculfon of them. 
But if you think that worth while, you may ſee 
the Chief of them briefly accounted for, in what 
follows. 

You will 'be told perhaps, that the Endof In 
Ferting this Clauſe in the Biſhop's Writ hath ceas'd 
ſince the Clergy left off ro give their Own Sub- 
ſidys; and therefore it is to no purpoſe to have the 
Forms of Execution preſerv'd. But the Anſwer to 
this is ready, that for above 350 Years no Grant 
from the Spiritualty hath been made by vertue of 
this Premoniſhing Clauſe : the Proof of which is 
Plain, becauſe More of the Clergy have been 
comprehended in ſuch Grants, than were inclu- 
ded in that Summons; to wit, the Regulars, and 
ſereral Others, in Popiſh times; and the Deans 
and Chapters of Collegiate Churches, ſince the Re- 
formation. And therefore ſeeing the Clergy grant- 
ed nothing by this Clauſe, even when the Execu- 
tion of ic was more regularly kept up, the ceaſing 


of thoſe Grants can never be a Reaſon why it 


Thonld ceaſe to be Executed now, any more, than 
in former Ages. | 

It will be objected, that the Parliament- 
Writ, aud that for the Convocation, command 
the attendance of the Clergy, in Two Places 
at One time, to wit at Weſtminſter, and St. 
Paul's; and Both therefore onght not to be Exe- 
cuted, becauſe Both can't be Obeyed. But this 
Objection is aim'd at a Modern practice of about 
fifteen Years ſtanding only; for the Two Writs 
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ſummon'd always to different Days, til! then: 


And though now they ſummon to the ſame Day, 
yet, I hope, it is very poſſible for the Clergy to 
meet at St. Paul's in the Morning, and at Weſtmin- 
ſter in the Afternoon; or vice verſa, as they pr, 
according to the Letter of both Writs; if That 


were expected of them, and neceſſary upon the 
foot of their ſeveral Summons. But in truth it is 


not; for the Laſt Writ releaſes the Obligation of 
the Former, in point of Place, and gives theClergy a 
Latitude in this part of their Obedience. TheCaſe 
is (or ſhould be) thus — The Parliament Writ iſ- 
ſues firſt, being Teſted, that is, bearing Date al- 
ways a Day or two at leaft before that for the 
Convocation z which therefore when it follows, 
ordering the ſame Perſons toattend at a Different 
Place, is, in this reſpect, a kind of Check or 
Countermand to the Other ; leaving the Clergy 
free to meet firſt at Paul's, and to adjourn to Weſt- 
minſter afterwards, as they ſhall ſee occaſion. And 
this anſwers the Difficulty in relation to the Cler- 
gy of York Province alſo, who are call'd to attend 
at Weſtminſter, by the ſame Parliament-Writ with 
thoſe of Canterbury: But the ſucceeding Writ, 
which commands them to attend at St. Peter's, 
York, doth in that reſpect, vacate the former, 
that is, ſo far as it interferes with it; and is an 
Intimation to the Clergy of that Province, that 
their attending at home, under their own Arch- 
biſhop, while the Parliament laſts, ſhall be repu- 
ted and accepted as a ſufficient attendance on the 
Parliament.. 

You may further perhaps hear it urg'd, That 
the Executing theſe Two Writs jointly may breed 
a Confuſion in the return of Proctors, to ſerve tor 
the Clergy, by vertue of them. For any Chapter, 
or Dioceſe, that ſhall deſire ro perplex this mat- 
ter, may ſend up two different Proctors ſeverally 
to each of them. And where ſhouid theſe Dou- 
ble Proctors fit ? For there is room but for Two 


. from every Dioceſe, and One from every Chap- 


ter to ſit in Convocation. But the Cuſtome and 
Vſage of Convocation, which is the Law of Con- 
vocation, hath long ago determin d this Difficul- 
ty, even from the Time that the joynt iſſuing of 
theſe Two Writs was fix'd and agreed upon 
fince when, there is no one Inftance (at leaſt 1 
have met with none, though I have ſearch'd with 
care for it) of the Clergies returning different 
Proctors by the One, and by the Other: But the 
ſame Perſons have been always commiſhon'd to 
act upon both Writs, and have had Powers given 
them proportion'd to the Tenor and Exigence of 
both of them. Of this I have ſeen more than an 
hundred Precedents, and would deſire only that 
the Clauſe might Operate in this manner, till a 


ſingle one can be produc'd to the contrary. But 
ſhould 


wy 
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ſhauld Double Proftors have been ſent up at any 
time jatar Fg theſe Writs, it muſt have a- 
riſen purely from a Miſtake of the Senders: For 
the Intention of the Second Writ (that for the 
Convocation ) manifeftly is, to call up the very ſame 
Perſons as are Choſen by the Parliament Vrit, on- 
ly under a different Capacity, and with diſtinct 
Powers. This ſeems plain from that part of the 
Writ which reſummons the Dignitaries, I mean 
the Deans and Archdeacons; whoſe Obligation to 


attend, upon either of theſe Writs, is Perſonal, 


and who can therefore be call'd by the Latter in a 
different Capacity only from That in which the 
are cited by the former. Parallel to this mu 
the Citation of the Clergy in the ſame Writ be, 
and cannot therefore well be under ſtood to call up 
New Kepreſeutatives, but the ſame Repreſenta- 
tives with New Powers, But this only by the bye 
The Trueſt and moſt Deciſive Anſwer to 
this Difhculty is, what I gave before, that Cu- 
ſtome, which is a ſure Interpreter of Forms, and 
governs in all Matters of this nature, hath deter- 
min'd the Chapters and Dioceſes to chooſe the 
ſame Proctors upon both theſe Writs, becauſe it 
hath ever been the Cuſtome ſo to do, ſince the 
Concurrence of theſe two Writs was fully 
ſetled. 

But the moſt Preſſing Objection is yet to come, 
at leaſt that which you will hear moſt Noiſe made 
with. It is to this purpoſe That the Pre- 
munitory C lauſe cannot now be regularly Execu- 
ted by the Biſhop, becauſe he hath no Regular 
way leſt of making a Return of ſuch Execution to 
the King, who commands it. For the Chancery, 
which receives the Returns of Other Parliament 


_ Writs, is not the accuſtom'd Repoſitory for theſe ; 


nor can they properly be lodg'd with the Arebbi- 
ſhop, whoſe Authority is no ways cencern'd in it- 
ſuing the Writs upon which they are fram'd. 
And an Execution of a Writ, without a Return of 
it, you will be told, is not Legal and Valid, 

To give a clear Anſwer to this Dithculty, it 
will be requihte that 1 ſnould explain to you one 
of the Terms of it. A Return, in the Par iiamen- 
tary Senſe of the Word (in which we now uſe it) 
is a Certificate from the Officer, appointed to Ex- 
ecute a Writ, that he hath done, as it directs; ac- 
company'd with a Schedule or Indorſement of the 
Names of the ſeveral Perſons choſen by vertue of 
it. Thus, for Inftance, the Sheriff of every Coun- 
ty makes Return of the Writfor chooſing Knights, 
&c. by Certifying the King, in Chancery, that 
he has done ſo and ſo, as that Weit requir'd, and 
that ſuch and ſuch Men have been choſen by the 
County, &c. in Obedience to it. But now, Sir, 
he that ſays, ſuch a Return from the Biſhop to the 
King is neceflary upon the Præmunientes, either 
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knows nothing of theſe Matters himſe 
that no Body elſe does; for from the firſt frame 
of the Clauſe to this Day, no ſuch Return was 
ever made of it. And the reaſon is evident, be- 
cauſe the Clauſe it ſelf directs no ſuch Return to 
be made; and a Neturn is never either Neceſſary, 
or Proper, but when it is commanded. The She- 
riff indeed returns his Writ, becauſe he is Oblig'd 
ſo todo, by theſe or the like words, at the Cloſe 
of it, Et Electionem in pleno Comitatu factam di- 
ſtine & apertè ſub ſigillo Tuo & fſigillis eorum qui 
Electioni illi interfuerint, Nobis in Cancellariam 
noſtram ad Diem © Locum in Brevi contentos certi- 
fices indilate, But no Words of like Import with 
theſe being, or having ever been, in the Parlia- 
ment-Writ to the Bithop, he neither can, nor 
ought regularly te make any Return of it: Eſpe- 
cially, ſince he hath not only the Silence of the 
Writ, but perpetual Practice of his fide it ha- 
ving ever been the Cuſtome for the Biſhop to Ex- 
ecute the Writ, but never to Return it. Tis 
true, when the Biſhops excus'd themſelves from a 
Perſonal Attendance, which by the Writ they were 
bound to, and appointed their Profors to appear 
for them in Parliament, they did now and then in 
their Inftruments of Proxy directed to the King, 
recite the whole Writ, and mention their Obedi- 
ence to the Warning Clauſe of it. But ſuch Forms 
are very Kare, and to be ſure therefore Superflu- 
ous, conſidering the Frequent Occafion there was 


for them. And even in the Few Forms of this 


kind, there is never any Specification of the Per- 
ſons Names, who were choſen upon the Clauſe 
there ſaſd to be obey'd ; which is a conſtant and 
neceſſary Ingredient in every Formal Return for 
the Parliament. All therefore a Biſhop hath to- 
do, when he receives this Writ, is, to tranſmit 
it by Mandate to the Perſons concern'd, and to 
give the ſame Directions for a Choice upon this 
Writ, as he doth in his Mandate upon the Con- 
vocation Writ; and to take care that ſuch a Choice 
be accordingly made; And when this is done, and 
he has order'd an Entry of the Forms in the Re- 
giſtty of his See, he hath Executed the Writ as 
Legally and Effectually as it ever was, or need be 
exccuted. 

If it be ſaid, how then ſhall it be known, what 
Proctors are choſen in Obedience to the Warning 
Clauſe, if no Return be made of them to the 
King? lanſwer—Juftas it was known in former 
Ages, when no ſuch Return was made. The 
Precuratorial Powers under Hand and Seal, which 
they bring up from their Principals, are the Au- 
thentick Evidences of their Choice, and of their 
Right to appear for them. And theſe Inſtru- 


ments ſuppiy the place of a Formal Return, not 


only in the Cale of this Writ, but even of oy 
alſo 


_ * 
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| by ich the whole -Convocation is Sum- 


vefon'd. For it is very obſervable, that in the 

2?” ſeveral Returns or Cer cartel which the ſeveral 
'F © Biſhops make, upon that Writ, to the Archbi- 
ſhop's Mandate (by vertue of a Clauſe in that 
Mandate expreſly ordering them ſo to do) they 


* do, or ſhould ſpecifie the Names only of ſuch Pre- 


lates of their Dioceſe as they have perſonally ci- 
ted; But the Names of the Proctors, choſen by 
the Chapter and Dioceſe are not (at leaſt, ought 
not to be) return'd by the Biſhop, becauſe the 
Proxy-Powers they bring up Ire ſuppos'd to 
vouch for them. And this is ti true reaſon why 
the Commons in Parliament bring up no ſuch In- 
ſtruments now from the Counties, Cities and Bo- 


roughs which they repreſent, becauſe a Certifi- 


cate of their Choice, and uf their Names is made 
in the Sheriffs Returns to the King, and they 
need no other Vouchers. 

I have one thing more to add on this Head, 
which will ſhew you plainly (if you ftill want to 
be ſhewn it) that a Return is never Neceſſary, 
but when Commanded. It relates to the King's 
Writ of Convocation, which he diretts to the 
Archbiſhop, who, I told you, conveys it by 


Mandate to the Biſhop of London, and, by Him, 


to all his Suffragans ; Every one of which cer- 


tifies the Archbiſhop (as they are by Him dire- 


cted to- do) how they have obeyed Hls Man- 
date; but the Archbiſhop himſelf never certifies 
the King, how he hath Obey'd the Royal Writ. 
Why? Becauſe there are nowords in the King's 
Writ, which direct any ſuch Certification. As 
the Archbiſhop therefore is underſtood duly to 
Execute the King's Writ, when he takes care that 
it is obey'd, ſo every Biſhop executes the Parlia- 
ment Writ to all Intents and Purpoſes, when he 
doth as it preſcribes, though he makes no Return 
of it, Atter all; if any Biſhop is ſtill Scrupu- 


lous, and thinks it his Duty to make ſuch a Re- 


turn, he hath a very Reauy and Natural way of 
doing it, by entring on the Back of his Writ, a 
Certificate of his Execution of it, when he brings 
it up with him to Parliament. 

I have dwelt the more largely on this Article 
of a Return, becauſe it is the Chief Head, upon 


whicha late Writer hath, by Order, declaim'd 
againſt the Execution of this Clauſe, and endea- 
vour d, by a Variety of falſe Colours, dreſs'd up 


an big Words, after his Florid Manner, to repre- 
ſent it as Ridiculous and Impracticable. If any 
one, who hath the Patience to read his Haran- 
gues, ſhall attack you from thence with this diffi- 
culty, you have now, Sir, what to reply to it. 
And methinks, without reaſoning much on tlie 
matter, or entring far into the Merits of it, 
it ſhould be a ſufficient and ſhort proof, that the 
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Execution of this Clauſe is of ſome Importance 
to the Conſtitution, that ſome men are with ſo 
much Zeal and Eagerneſs bent, or bid to oppoſe it. 
Had they not ſeen ſome thing in it, which they 
did not like, they would never have taken all the 
pains they have done to make Nothing of it. And 
if any good or wiſe Man in the Church ſhall judge, 
that they have miſpent their Zeal on this occaſion, 
he may happen to live long enough, though he 
ſhould not be very. Young, to ſee his Miſtake 
4 this caſe, when it will be too late to recti- 
e it. 

I can recolle& no other Objection at preſent 
that carrys Weight with it; tor what is ſaid of 
Awakening the Fealouſy of the Laity, by the Re- 
vival of ſuch a Practiſe, is ſaid, without any Com- 
miſſion from Them, who (mile at ſuch a pretence ; 
and is only a Way that ſome Honeft Clergymen 
have got of raiſing ſuch a Jealouſy, if they can, 
by Objecting it. But there is no Room for ſuch 
Suſpicions to ariſe, ſince the Clergy attending by 
the Premunitory Clauſe, are the very ſame, that 
attend by the Convocation Writ, and are allowed 
even by thoſe who would lay the Clauſe aſleep to 
have juſt the ſame Rights, Privileges, and Inter- 
eſts by the One, as by the Other. Which that 
they may be ſure to enjoy, they deſire to keep up 
Both their Titles to them; eſpecially That of the 
Premoniſhing Clauſe, which hath been incorpora- 
ted now into a Parliament Writ for above 400 
Years, and is as immoveable as the Conſtitution 
of Parliaments: whereas the Other, upon how 
firm a Foundation ſoever it ſtands, yet from ſome 
late Dottrines and Practices we have reaſon to be- 
lie ve, will ſoon be diſputed. You know what 
hath been done in Ireland on this head, ſince the 
Reyolution,and what happen'd here in England,in 
relation to the Writ. for Torł- Province the laſt 
Parliament but one; and cannot but judge that 
wherever the blame of theſe Omiſſions lys, they 
did not fall out altogether by Chance, fince you 
find that thoſe very Writers, who labor ſo hard 
to Excuſe the dropping of One Provincial Writ, 
do at the ſame time advance Poſitions that will 
juſtify the Omitting Both of them, The Author 
of a Pamphlet entitled [ The Principles of Mr. 
Atterbury's Book conſider d] began to hint this 
Secret Ten months agon. Whether, ſays. he, 
e the Clergy have an diſputed Right to be ſum- 
© mon'd to meet in Convocation as often as a New 
© Parliament is call'd, I ſhall not decide p. 4+] 
And again———< Whether the King is indi- 
* erfab oblig d by Law, or Immemorial Cu- 
t ſtome to iſſue ſuch Writs for a Convocation, eve- 
6 ry New Parliament, I ſhall not diſoute [ p. 9.] 
But, it ſeems, Matters ſince are better ripen d to- 
wards d iſputing and deciding this point; and * 

| ore 
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Fore the Laft Advocate on that fide hath not 
thought himſelf oblig'd to ſuch Reſerves, but 
roundly affirms, that the King may LEGALLY 
NOT-SU MM ON a Convocation, when he 
Summons a Parliament, in the Paſſage I have al- 
ready tranſcrib'd from him. Can any one who 
ſtands by and obſerves, what hath been ſaid and 


done en this occaf.cn, doubt whether it be Pr 
dence in the Clergy to lay hold of the Parliamen- 


tary Writ, and inſiſt on the Execution of it? Or 
can their doing ſo juſtly raiſe the. Jealouſys of any 
but ſuch as are willing the Clergy ſhould be ſtruck 
cut of the Conſtitution, and be deſpoil'd of all 
the poor Remains of thoſe Legal Rights and Li- 
berties which their Predeceſſors enjoy d? I doubt 
not but that the Eyes of the Generality of our 
Eody are now open in this reſpett, and that there 
will be found among them ſo much Wiſdom, In- 
tegrity, and Reſolution, as may enable them to 
Stem the Tide that ſets ſo hard againft them at 
preſent, and break all the Pernicious Meaſures 
now on foot foriefſening and enſlaving them. Or 
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ſhould it be determin'd by God to ſuffer theCouml 
ſels of thoſe that wiſh ill to them to proſper ani 
take effett, yet will it ſtill be ſome Comfort to 
them, that they have had no ſhare in the Guilt of 
dropping their own Priviledges, and will give 


them theſureft Ground to hoße that they may, 


one day or other, retrieve them. Rights that 


are loſt, without being Conteſted, never revives 


but when a Solemn Plea is put in by the Injurd 
Party, though at preſent it ſhould be over rul'd, 
yet a Time may come when it ſhall be more fa- 
vorably heard. Be of good Courage, and let n 
play the men for aur People, and for tbe Citys of 
our God ; and the Lord do that whigh ſeemeth bim 
good. . | 


I am, SIR, 


Nov. 17. Your Moſt Affectionate 
1701. 


Humble Servant. - 


/ 
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The Parliament Writ to the | Biſhop, with the 
Clauſe, 'Premumentes. 


VLIELMVUS Tertius Dei gratia Anglia 

Scotiæ Francia © Hibernie Rex Fidei De- 
tenſor &c. Reverends in Chriflo Patri & perquam 
fdeli Confiliario neſtvo-4 © N R1C 0 Epiſcepo Lon». 
don Salutem, Quia de Advizamemo & conſenju Cor ft - 
lij neſiri pro quibiſdam ar duis © urgemitus Nego- 
11js Nos, ſlatum & defenſicnem gui neſtri Argliæ 
& Ecclefie Anglicang cencernen qucddam Par lia- 
mentum neſirim , Civitatem ſtram Weſt- 
monaſt er Sexro die Feburarij prox” fu te- 
veri crdinavimus ib idem Veobiſuum* af eum eateris 
Pr alatis Map natitus ac Precerilus didi Mi 
reſiri celoqun.m kabere C tractaii n Vobis in f de 
© dileficne quibus Nebis tene mini ii mite, injun- 


Procerilus præd Super diftis Negotij s tractaturi 
veſtrumque conſilium impenſuri, & boc ſic ut Nos & 
honerem noſtrum ac Salvationem & defenſionem 
. Regni Augliæ © Eccleſig predid” expeditionemque . 
diddor Negotior diligitis nullatenus omintatis, 
praonentesDecanum C Capitulum Eccleſiæ veſtræ 
Ienden ac Archidiaccnos totumqi.e Clerum veſtræ 
Dioceſeos quod ijdem Decanus & Archidiacont in 
jr 0pr ijs Perſonis ſuis ac dium Capitulum per unum 
Idemque Clerus per duos Procuratores idoneos plenam 
E ue eee Poreſlatem ab itfis Capitulo & Clera 
diviſm kabentes pradiftis die & loco inter ſint ad con- 


ſtxierd' kijs quæ tunc & ibidem de communi Cauſi- 


lie Ai Repnt teftri (divina favente Clementia) 


gerdo mandawins, qucd ces ati, aitterum N α,Mig e, dipart. Tefte Meigjo ajud ſim” Vi- 
tim arduinate & periculs imminentitns ils 

re excujatione quae que diflis die & loco perſonal 
interſnis Notiſcum Cm Pralatis Magratitus & 


ceſimo Sexto die Menſis Decembris, Anno Kegni 
noſiri duodecima. 


Trevor Daulin. 


. 
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The Writ to the Archbiſhop for the Con- 


D UVL)ELMVUS mid Dei Gratia Aglia 

' F Scotie- Franice © Hiberniæ Rex Fillet He- 
fenſor, &c. Keverendiſſimo in Chriſto Patti & Fi- 
deli Confiliarro . Thome Ealem Gratia Cant. 
Archiepiſd. tot iu Anglia Primati © Metropolitaya 
Salutem. Quibuſd arduys & urgentibus Negotiis Nos 
ſecuritatem & Defenſionem Eccleſiæ Anglicane ac 
Pacem & Tranquilizatem. bonum Publicum & De- 

fenfionem Regni Noſtri & Fubditorum noſtrorum 
ejuſdem concernen hubic in fide Q Dilectione quibus 
Nobis tenemini Rogando mandamus quatenus pre miſſis 
debito intuitu attenti & ponderatis Univerſos & 
fugulos Epiſcopos Veſtræ Provinciæ ac Decanos Ec- 


L 


eleſtarumcutbel/uliam nernon Af chididromsCapirube 
S 79 totumqʒ Clerum cujuſtibet Dioceſeos ejuſ- 
demProvitciz adComparendum roramvobi in Eccleſia 
Catheltali Ki. Pantt London fexto die Februtrit 
proxithe futuro vel alibi prout melim expedire 
Videritis cum omni Celeritate accommoda modo de- 
—＋ convocari * 4 — 1 23 

Concl m ſuper pr emiſſis & alis que ſibi Cle- 
ris E tunc — ex Parte Kr & boc 


ficut Nos & ftatums Regni noſtri ac Honorem & Vti- 


litatem Ecclfiz predict diligits nullatenas omit- 
rats. Tefte meipſo apud Weſtmonaff Vicefimo Se xto 
die Decembris Anno Regni Noſtri Duodecimo. 


| . 1 4 . ' 


Printed for Thomas Bennet, at the Half- Moon in St. Paul's: | 
LEY Chburch- Tard, 1701. 
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A Second LETTER to a Clergyman in the 


Country, about the Execution of the Par- 
liament-Writ, for the Enſuing Convocation. 


* 


O u tell me that my Letter of Nov. 
17, hath been of ſome Uſe towards o- 
ing the. Eyes of the Clergy, in re- 

tion to the Importance of the Premu- 
nitory Clauſe, the Reaſonableneſs of Executing it, 


SI 


and the q lanner of doing it. But you add, that 


there are two or three Paſſages in it, that want 
to be a little explain d; you have pointed them 
out to me, and deſired ſome Account of them; 


which I now therefore ſend you. 


You ſay, you would be ſatisfied more par- 
ticularly, as to what I have affirmed, Page 5. 
Col. 2. concerning the Entry of the Archbi- 
ſhop's Parliament-Writ in the Con vocation- A of 
both Provinces: Becauſe you think this a point 
of Moment; and which, when prov'd, will go 
a great way toward deciding the Difpute about 
the Execution. of the Clauſe, I think ſo too, 
and thank you therefore for giving me the Op- 
portunity of clearing it. In the Tranſcripts and 
Extracts from the Upper-Houſe- Book of Canterbu- 
2 Province; particular Notice is taken of thoſe 
everal Parliamem · Mrits, as enter'd in thoſe Acts; 
viz. for the Parliaments, which met, 2. Apr. 1571. 
8. May, 1572. 5. Apr. 1614. 16. Fan. 1620. 
12. Feb. 1623. 17. May, 1625. 6. Feb. 1625. 
The Folio of the Original Regiſter, wherein 
thoſe Writs were Recorded, is ſet down in the 
Extract, and mention made of them there in theſe, 
or the like words; The Xing's Writ o fit in Par- 
liament; or, the King's Writ to rhe Archbiſhop for 


* the Parliament: And there is alſo a diſtinct En- 
try in every caſe made of the King's Mit of Con- 


vocation, I Name thoſe Inftances alone, where 
the Words of the Fxtrad are Plain and Full in 
the Caſe ; There are Others, where a like Ac- 
count ſeems to be given of the Entry of Like 
Writs for other Parliaments, but not in ſo Ex- 
preſs and Clear a Manner as to prevent a Cavil; 
and therefore I do not inſiſt upon them. 


As to rork-Province , upon a more Exatr 


and Careful Review of my Papers, I find not any 


Note there of more than Two 0riginal Writs, now 
remaining in that Convocation- Book; One, being 
a Summons for the Parliament Aſſembled 23 Nov. 
1684, (as 2 by it's Place in thoſe As); 
the Other, for a Parliament, which met, 15 Octob. 
1588. And of the Former of theſe Writs, abovo 
half is torn off, and loſt: However ſo much ſtill 
remains, as ſhews what it was, and why it was 
put there, There is no doubt but that many o- 
ther Parliament Summons were formerly to be 
ſeen in that Book: But the Original VWrit being 
us'd to be affixed to the Ad, by the Drawer of 
them, to ſave himſelf the Trouble of Copying it, 
they were in Proceſs of time eaſily torn out, and 
imbezzeled. For thus the Convocation-VVrits 
themſelves have ſuffered; the Originals of which 
were all alonginſerted into this Act-· Book, but mary 
of them are at preſent wanting there; particular- 
ly the VVrirs for the Convocations which ſat 3. 
Dec. 1547. 10 Feb. 1558, 16 Oftob, 1586, 17 
Fan. 1520. And of the King's Original WVriss of 
Prorogation, which were likewiſe us'd-to be in- 
ſerted, but few are now left, as I remember; 
few I mean, .in Compariſon of-thoſe that are loft. 
You tell me allo, that you find it objected a- 
gainſt what I ſay, p. 6. c. 2. about the VVrit of 
Convocation, being Teſted after that for the Par- 
liament; That the Cuſtom now is, to Date them 
both on one Dy. But, Sir, if you conſider 
my Words well, you will find, that J am Ar- 
guing there, not from the Preſent but Elder 
Uſage : For in the Entrance of that Paragraph I 
exprelly ſet aſide the Modern Practice of about 
fifteen Tears ſtanding ; by which indeed the Par- 
liament and Convocation, have been ordered to 
Meet, and conſequently the Vrin for either 
have Iſud, on the very ſame day, But till 
Kiag Fames the S2cond's Time, there is no 
| Prece ; 


* 


Names alſo of the Capitulur and Rural Dodlors, 


\ Precedent (I mean, 1 have met with none) of * therefore the later Practice, 5 the 
Fr 


this kind; the VFrits for the Convocation 
always bearing Date after thoſe for the Parlia- 
ment, in like manner as the Aſſembly it ſelf was 
to meet} a Day after it. 
You add, Sir,. that, fome Exception is alſo 
taken to what I have ſaid, p. 8. c. I. about the 
Bifhop's Returns to the Archbiſhops Mandate; which 
T repreſent, as Omitting the Names of the Pro- 
ters for each Chapter, and Dioceſe; whereas You 
are told, the Practice is otherwiſe, Weigh my 
words again, and You will find, Sir, that I am 
fpeaking, not of what the Biſhops do, but of what 
they are oblig'd to do, by the Tenor of the 
Archbiſhop 
nify their Execution of it to him, per Literas Forum 
Patentes, Nomina © Cognomina omnium © ſingulo- 
rum per eos reſpetive Citatorum continentes : by 
which, I ſay, they are Bound to Return the Names 
of ſuch alone, as have a Perſonal Right of attend-- 
ing in Convocation. Thoſe only whom the Biſhop 
Cites,that is, Cites by Name to appear in Convoca- 
tion, are to be Return d hy him; not fuch as are Ele- 
ed, in the Chapters, . his General 
Citation ; Of whom the Archbiſhop's Mandate 
fays nothing, becauſe the Procuratorial Powers, 
which they bring up from their Principals, are 
to Witneſs for them. Tndeed, were the Word, 
Citati, in the Mandate, ſuppoſed to extend farther 
than thoſe wo had a Perſonal Right of attending 
it would obl;ze each Biſhop to return the Names 
of exery Prebendary in his Church, and every 
Pariſh Prieſt in his Dioceſe: For theſe, ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, are the Members Cited to Convocati- 
on * the Proctors, choſen afterwards to Re- 
preſent them, may, if the Clergy think fit, be 
ſuch as are Members of another Dioceſe, and fo 
were not included even in their Biſhops General 
Citation for the Choice: Nay, they may be Ci- 
dilians, and conſequently ſuch as were Cited by 
no Biſhop in the Kingdom. Accordingly, tlie 
way wasfor the Biſhops to mention in their Re- 
turns the Namesof thoſe alone, whom they Sum- 
* mon'd to appear Perſonalhy before the Archbiſhop; 


Mandate, which dire&s them to Cer- 


hath no Foundation in the Mandate itſelf; upon 
which I am arguing, 
This, it ſeems, is all you have yet heard Ob- 
jetted, or Deſir'd, in order to make good the 
Argument, I advanc'd for a Regular Execution 
of the Premunitory Clauſe, and the Solution I gave 
of the chief Difficulties, with which it was ſaid 
to de attendeq. When yowhave any further De- 
fires or Doubts of this kind, be pleaſed to acquaint 
me with them, and you ſhall not wait long for an 
Anſwer, from 4 MEL 
Reverend ir, 
Your moſt faithful 


Humble Servant. 


F. Be 
Dec. 10. 
1701. 


I cannot cloſe this Letter without telling you 
a piece of News. You remember a late Solemn 
Aneſtation, under the Hand of a Public Notary, 
concerning the want of a certain Clauſe in Se ven- 
ty Archiepiſcopacy Mandates, Would you believe 
now, Sir, that in the very Regiſters,of the Arch- 
biſhop, to which this Atteſtation refers, there 
ſhould be more than one Mandate, with this very 
Clauſe in it, worded exactly as it was cited in a 
Paper, about the Power of the Lower Houſe of 
Convocation to Adjourn it ſelf ? And yet Fame 
ſays, that ſuch Mandates there are, in thoſe very 
Regiſters; and there is ground ta believe, that 
the Editor of the Book, about the Arcbbiſbop's 
SOLE POWER, was not wholly a Stranger 
to them, at the Moment he Publiſh'd Mr. Tylbt's 
Atteſtation. However, certain it is, that he 
hath ſince been Convinc'd in this reſpect; and 
yet hath ſuffer'd that Atteſtation to Impoſe upon 
the World, now for fx Weeks together; with- 
out Recanting, Qualifying, or Explaining it. 
You ſee, Sir, what Lengths ſome Men will go to 
ferve an ill Cauſe ! ſuch, as, I truſt in God, you 
and I ſhall never allow our ſelves in, even for the 
ſake of a Good one 


1 


